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SUMMARY

It is quite evident that efficient extension workers play a crucial role in the success of
extension programs. The efficiency of extension workers on the other hand depends on
the essential competencies they should possess. Having this in mind, the present study
was conducted in Markazi Province, Iran to find out the opinions of extension experts in
the Organization of Jihad-E- Sazandegi (OJES) on the competencies needed by the
extension workers specialized in animal husbandry and working in this same area. In
order to study the competencies and priorities in respondents, a survey method of
research was adopted. In addition to the information gathered from secondary sources,
first-hand data and information were also collected through interviews and
questionnaires. The sample size consisted of all the 93 extension agents employed by
the OJES in Markazi province at the time of study. However, only 67 questionnaires
were completed and returned by the respondents. The data were analyzed using Spss —
win package and employing statistical methods and figures such as frequencies,
standard deviation, variance, mean, Mann — Whitney test etc. According to the opinions
of the respondents, the most important competencies needed by the extension workers
specialized in animal husbandry are as follows: skill in observing and maintaining
hygiene in the livestock environments; observing timely livestock vaccination; ability to
apply educational media, endeavor and perseverance in work; feeling of responsibility
as well as accountability, familiarity with the principles of adult education; being
familiar with and aware of animal husbandry related laws and regulations with the
ability as to their proper application.

Key words: Extension worker, Extension experts, Competency, Efficiency.



